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Bob Uyeyama, a retired civil servant who spoke
out to raise awareness about the internment of
Japanese Americans during during World War
II, has died at age 75.

He collapsed and died last Saturday of a heart
attack while speaking to members of the
Japanese American Citizens League on a tour of the Manzanar internment camp in Lone Pine,
said his son, Jason.

Mr. Uyeyama spent 36 years working for the Sacramento County clerk's office and the Superior
Court. He officiated at more than 500 marriages as a deputy marriage commissioner and retired
in 1998 after six years as administrator for the south county court.

After a career behind the scenes, he stepped out in public to promote understanding of a dark
and painful chapter in American history. As a leader in the Florin JACL, he spent his retirement
educating young people about the U.S. government's internment of more than 120,000 people of
Japanese ancestry from 1942 to 1945.

"It is a story that has to be told over and over again, lest we forget," he told The Bee in 2007.

For several weeks each year, Mr. Uyeyama gave his first-hand account as a volunteer docent for
students visiting an exhibition on the Japanese American internment experience at the California
Museum in Sacramento. He also spoke at schools in Arkansas, where his family was sent to
camps in Jerome and Rohwer.

He attended the Florin JACL's annual trips to Manzanar. He and other former internees told
their stories for a videotape recorded by the Elk Grove Unified School District.

"He realized that he had a chance to influence future generations," said Marielle Tsukamoto,
Florin JACL president.

Bob Minoru Uyeyama was born in 1935 in Sheldon and grew up on his family's strawberry farm

MOST VIEWED BLOG POSTS

More Articles

Advertising provided by: ARALifestyle.com 

Shocking discovery for
joint relief
... More

Do you qualify for a credit card bailout?
New student aid you never heard of
Dead end job? Get a grant for going back
to school
Age 55 or older? Pay up to 75% less for
your cruise

State budget woes grow deeper as rosy
projections come up short

FPPC launches probe of Dan Waters'
permitting job

Region's commercial real estate market on
knife's edge

Sacramento sheriff's candidate briefly
subjected to restraining order in '99

Dan Walters: California's quandary Greek-like?

Marcos Breton: Stuck-up Davis takes itself
down a few pegs

    

Obituaries

  Web Search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH

Weather | Traffic 79° F

Wednesday, May 12, 2010

News Capitol & California Our Region Sports Living Here Entertainment Opinion Cars Jobs Homes Classifieds Shopping

Business Local Environment Obituaries Topics Data Center Investigations Nation/World Blogs/Columnists Live

Sign In Join Reader Services Stay Connected Site Feedback  Subscribe to The Bee TODAY

http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/01/2719325_a2719324/bob-uyeyama-often-spoke-of-internment.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sacbee.com/101/index.html
http://www.sacbee.com/obituaries/index.html
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/01/v-print/2719325/bob-uyeyama-often-spoke-of-internment.html
mailto:bdavila@sacbee.com
http://topics.sacbee.com/Bob+Uyeyama/
http://topics.sacbee.com/World+War+II/
http://topics.sacbee.com/World+War+II/
http://topics.sacbee.com/heart+attack/
http://topics.sacbee.com/heart+attack/
http://topics.sacbee.com/American+Citizens+League/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Sacramento/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Superior+Court/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Superior+Court/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Florin/
http://topics.sacbee.com/California+Museum/
http://topics.sacbee.com/California+Museum/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Sacramento/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Arkansas/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Florin/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Elk+Grove/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Unified+School+District/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Marielle+Tsukamoto/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Florin/
http://topics.sacbee.com/Bob+Minoru+Uyeyama/
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2809%26ComboId%3d13009%26title%3dShocking-discovery-for-joint-relief%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2809%26ComboId%3d13009%26title%3dShocking-discovery-for-joint-relief%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2809%26ComboId%3d13009%26title%3dShocking-discovery-for-joint-relief%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2809%26ComboId%3d13009%26title%3dShocking-discovery-for-joint-relief%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2827%26ComboId%3d13264%26title%3dDo-you-qualify-for-a-credit-card-bailout-%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2103%26ComboId%3d12209%26title%3dNew-student-aid-you-never-heard-of%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2628%26ComboId%3d12894%26title%3dDead-end-job-Get-a-grant-for-going-back-to-school%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2628%26ComboId%3d12894%26title%3dDead-end-job-Get-a-grant-for-going-back-to-school%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2434%26ComboId%3d7464%26title%3dAge-55-or-older-Pay-up-to-75-less-for-your-cruis%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000781799/mnum=0000691565/cstr=78552839=_4beb41d9,6018316127,781799^691565^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=78552839/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aralifestyle.com%2farticle.aspx%3fUserFeedGuid%3d2299c748-7ce1-4826-bf28-bccf4848b51a%26ArticleId%3d2434%26ComboId%3d7464%26title%3dAge-55-or-older-Pay-up-to-75-less-for-your-cruis%26origin%3d222836-APP10%26subid%3d0000781799%26segments%3d
http://data.ad.yieldmanager.net/click2,9wAAAAAAAABvYv07AAAAAOP2nR8AAAAAAgAAAIAAAAAAAP8AAAAEEvv9vQgAAACA-4NxHwAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADLDg0GAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAgSz5jigBAAABAQAAAWY4ZGY3ZDBjLTVlMjItMTFkZi1hNjlkLTkzNTBmOTI5NTdlYgBllioAAAA=RcMqAP....-zHw4C,,http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacbee.com%2F2010%2F05%2F01%2F2719325%2Fbob-uyeyama-often-spoke-of-internment.html,https://webspecialdeal.com/sacbee/golfcard/
http://data.ad.yieldmanager.net/click2,9wAAAAAAAABvYv07AAAAAOP2nR8AAAAAAgAAAIAAAAAAAP8AAAAEEvv9vQgAAACA-4NxHwAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADLDg0GAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAgSz5jigBAAABAQAAAWY4ZGY4MGQ2LTVlMjItMTFkZi1hNjllLWE3MmU3ZjIwNjljZABllioAAAA=RcMqAP....-zHw4C,,http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacbee.com%2F2010%2F05%2F01%2F2719325%2Fbob-uyeyama-often-spoke-of-internment.html,https://webspecialdeal.com/sacbee/golfcard/
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744126/state-budget-woes-grow-deeper.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744126/state-budget-woes-grow-deeper.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744122/permit-scandal-figure-again-faces.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744122/permit-scandal-figure-again-faces.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744120/regions-commercial-real-estate.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744120/regions-commercial-real-estate.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744176/sacramento-sheriffs-candidate.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744176/sacramento-sheriffs-candidate.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744062/dan-walters-californias-quandary.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744178/marcos-breton-stuck-up-davis-takes.html#storylink=omni_popular
http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/12/2744178/marcos-breton-stuck-up-davis-takes.html#storylink=omni_popular

http://www.sacbee.com/
http://www.sacbee.com/weather/
http://www.sacbee.com/traffic/
http://www.sacbee.com/
http://www.sacbee.com/
http://www.sacbee.com/capitolandcalifornia
http://www.sacbee.com/capitolandcalifornia
http://www.sacbee.com/ourregion
http://www.sacbee.com/ourregion
http://www.sacbee.com/sports/
http://www.sacbee.com/sports/
http://www.sacbee.com/livinghere
http://www.sacbee.com/livinghere
http://www.sacbee.com/entertainment
http://www.sacbee.com/entertainment
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/
http://www.sacbee.com/cars
http://www.sacbee.com/cars
http://www.sacbee.com/jobs
http://www.sacbee.com/jobs
http://www.sacbee.com/homes
http://www.sacbee.com/homes
http://www.sacbee.com/adperfect
http://www.sacbee.com/adperfect
http://www.sacbee.com/shopping
http://www.sacbee.com/business/
http://www.sacbee.com/business/
http://www.sacbee.com/local/
http://www.sacbee.com/local/
http://www.sacbee.com/environment/
http://www.sacbee.com/environment/
http://www.sacbee.com/obituaries/
http://www.sacbee.com/obituaries/
http://topics.sacbee.com/
http://topics.sacbee.com/
http://www.sacbee.com/datacenter/
http://www.sacbee.com/datacenter/
http://www.sacbee.com/investigations/
http://www.sacbee.com/investigations/
http://www.sacbee.com/nationworld/
http://www.sacbee.com/nationworld/
http://www.sacbee.com/blogs/#news
http://www.sacbee.com/blogs/#news
http://www.sacbee.com/live/
http://www.sacbee.com/reg-bin/int.cgi
http://www.sacbee.com/reg-bin/int.cgi?mode=register
mailto:feedback@sacbee.com
http://www.sacbee.com/static/live/ads/circ/weekendplus/
http://www.sacbee.com/static/live/ads/circ/weekendplus/
http://www.sacbee.com/static/live/ads/circ/weekendplus/


Obituary: Bob Uyeyama often spoke of internment - Sacramento News - Local and Breaking Sacramento News | Sacramento Bee

http://www.sacbee.com/2010/05/01/2719325/bob-uyeyama-often-spoke-of-internment.html[5/12/2010 5:04:16 PM]

Share

in Florin. One of 10 children born to Miyasumi and Uto Uyeyama, he was 7 years old when his
family was ordered to leave home.

He captivated audiences with poignant stories of a childhood in prison. He told about playing
with his brothers inside barbed-wire fencing around the camp. He recalled reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance – with its promise of "liberty and justice for all" – while armed guards stood outside
the classroom door.

"He was an eloquent speaker, so outgoing and friendly with people," said Andy Noguchi of the
Florin JACL. "He touched thousands of students every year."

Mr. Uyeyama graduated from Lodi Academy, attended Pacific Union College and served three
years in the Air Force. He married his wife, Masako, in 1967.

He sang in a barbershop quartet with his brothers and in the choir at Sacramento Japanese
United Methodist Church. He served as organist, pianist and head usher at All Nations Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in Elk Grove.

An avid golfer, he celebrated a 2007 hole-in-one at Bradshaw Ranch Golf Course. He enjoyed
concert performances by his son, a noted violinist who plays with the Los Angeles Philharmonic.

"He was a simple, happy man," Jason Uyeyama said. "He got along with everybody."
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