
2015 Florin Manzanar pilgrims at the memorial near the Sierra 
Nevadas. A dozen former incarcerees journey each year and 
generously share their experiences. (Photo by Josh Kaizuka) 

 

March 10th Early Bird Registration              

Florin Manzanar Pilgrimage April 29 – May 1, 2016! 
 

 rare chance to see, hear, and experience the Japanese American community’s World War II 

incarceration at Manzanar National Historic Park, the  most restored of the 10 concentration camps, 

awaits you Friday, April 29 – May 1, 2016 sponsored by the Florin Japanese American Citizens 

League (JACL) and Council on American Islamic Relations – Sacramento Valley (CAIR-SV).    Due to 

limited bus space, attendance is limited to members of the Florin JACL and CAIR, plus invited friends.   

 

Pilgrimage Costs: Early bird payment of $270 each (double occupancy) is due by March 10
th
.  If spots 

remain after that, the cost is $310. We 

expect to again book up in March. 

Cost varies for 1, 3 or 4 per room. 

Contact Andy Noguchi for further 

info at FlorinJACL@hotmail.com 
 

We offer three discounts. Former 

WWII detainees = $60. Youth 25 

years and younger = $30. Florin 

JACL members = $20 (by March 

10
th
 and 1 discount per person).  If 

you would like to donate toward 

supporting the youth leaders on the 

trip, we thank you.  

 

Please send in your application plus 

full payments by March 10
th
 to “Florin JACL” c/o 15 Mark River Court, Sacramento, CA 95831.  $100 is a 

non-refundable deposit for any cancellations unless you secure a substitute 7 days before departure.   

 

Manzanar’s History and Importance: During World War II, the government built Manzanar as one of 10 

major prison camps (plus many smaller federal detention camps) and forcibly locked up 120,000 Japanese 

Americans on the basis of their race without trial.  Manzanar housed 10,000 people. 70% came from L.A.   

 

Of the 2,500 Japanese American WWII era residents of the Florin farming community near Sacramento, the 

government sent one fourth to Manzanar.  Pilgrims will be walking in the very footsteps of the 600 

imprisoned Florin wartime residents. Many other local Manzanar residents came from the Stockton area.  

 

Though the imprisonment, mistreatment, and early round up of leaders devastated incarcerees, some still 

resisted. They protested by court challenges (Hirabayshi, Korematsu, Yasui, and Endo), 312 refused to be 

drafted (with thousands serving), and 10,000 dissented on the unfair “loyalty oath”.  In the “Manzanar 

rebellion”, thousands rallied against authorities’ theft of food, government spies, and jailing of camp leaders. 

 

At the same time, courageous fair-minded supporters stepped forward. The Northern California ACLU 

resisted the camps; The American Friends (Quakers) and others spoke out and helped sponsor people out of 

camp. Individual neighbors protected the homes and farms of Japanese Americans.    

 

Manzanar, a National Historic Park since 1992, features an excellent museum, theater, and bookstore housed 

in the camp’s renovated gym.  The park also includes a full-sized guard tower, driving tour, and memorial.   

Our visit plans a walking tour of the camp to the reconstructed barracks buildings and full-size mess hall.     

 

A 
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17 diverse youth, including many Muslim and 
Japanese Americans, experienced the 2014 
Florin Manzanar Pilgrimage together. 

Members of the Florin JACL and the local CAIR-SV volunteer to organize this trip, assisted by the CAIR-SF 

Bay Area Chapter.  After 9/11, Muslim Americans feel some of the same backlash and cloud of disloyalty 

faced by Japanese Americans after Japan bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.   

 

The Florin Manzanar Pilgrimage: To share and learn from each other, we are recruiting a diverse group of 

about 60 former detainees, Muslim Americans, youth / students, Japanese American family members, those 

interested in civil and human rights, and community educators.  

 

Former camp incarcerees from all WWII camps are especially invited. This pilgrimage will be a great trip 

to recall your experiences and share your valuable insights with fellow travelers, family, and youth.   

 

Younger generation people will find this pilgrimage meaningful for the opportunity to learn about their 

parents, grandparents, and great grandparents’ experiences and why this history is so vital for us today!   

   

The L.A. Manzanar Committee welcomes us to 

meet up with their 47th annual pilgrimage.  

They plan a stimulating line up of speakers / 

performers, an interfaith memorial, and Japanese 

folk dancing.  Attendance on Saturday numbers 

1,500 people paying their respects to former 

detainees and seeking to understand the lessons 

for America.  

 

A Manzanar After Dusk (MAD) Saturday 

evening program will be organized by college 

students. This offers youth and everyone a 

chance to talk to former prisoners, hear current 

issues, and enjoy a student-run cultural program.  

 

Pilgrimage Travel Plans: We leave Sacramento 

Friday morning about 8 am, April 29th and return 

Sunday about 5-6 pm. Students will miss school on 

Friday to experience an unrivaled educational trip.   

 

This 3-day journey travels the 350 miles from Sacramento to Manzanar, an 8 hour bus trip. Manzanar lies on 

the eastern foot of the Sierra Mountains on Highway 395, 50 miles south of Bishop.  On the bus ride we will 

have interesting speakers, camp DVDs, games, music, singing, and sharing.  

 

We charter a comfortable air-conditioned bus and stay in Bishop on Friday and Saturday nights.  The fee 

includes 3 days transportation, 2 nights lodging, 2 motel continental breakfasts, 1 BBQ social, 1 lunch, 

custom-designed T-shirt, and tip for driver.  Other meals will be on each person’s own at nearby restaurants.   

 

For more information, please contact committee members Andy Noguchi, Twila Tomita, Danna Elneil, Stan 

& Christine Umeda, Steve & Jennifer Kubo, Brandon Miyasaki, Marielle Tsukamoto, Fumie Shimada, Titus 

and Donna Toyama, Beana Inoshita, Michelle Huey, and others  Info on Florin JACL:  www.florinjacl.com  
Info on CAIR-SV:  http://ca.cair.com/sacval/ 

 

If you are up for a truly meaningful 3-day adventure plus meeting and sharing experiences with others, this 

pilgrimage is for you.  Don’t miss this unique opportunity!                                              (1-23-16) 
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