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Co-President’s Message 
 

By Josh Kaizuka 
 
We are busy planning our 90th Annual Awards and Installation 
Luncheon!  Thanks to Dean Amy Kautzman of the Library at Sac State, 
our venue for the upcoming event will be the Harper Alumni Center.  
Our amazing lunch committee, led by Marielle Tsukamoto, has 
selected a wonderful group of awardees. 
 
As you will see throughout this newsletter, we have been active with a 
number of programs and events focused on social justice and civil 
rights.  Since our last issue, we have: 

 
 Hosted the Sacramento premiere of League of Dreams, a documentary about the history 

of the National JACL 
 Participated in rallies such as ICE Out of Dublin, Protect Every Park at Tule Lake, and 

Pardons for Southeast Asian Refugees 
 Supported the Kansha Project 
 Tabled and spoke at the 1882 Foundation Sacramento Office grand opening 
 Held our annual Women’s Forum 
 

The chapter also submitted letters of support to California legislators for four bills tied to the 
California Reparations Task Force recommendations and recently signed on to a letter urging 
the Governor to sign them into law.  We have also submitted a letter asking the Governor to 
veto legislation that would affect the free exchange of speech and ideas in education by allowing 
one group to define what speech is—or is not—allowed. 
 
Looking ahead, we have several important events coming up: 
 
 An action at the former Tanforan temporary detention facility in October 
 Hosting the NCWNP District Meeting in November 
 Continuing our work with Tsuru for Solidarity on various projects and actions 
 

You might be wondering—what happened to Nikkei Dogs?  We’re currently in a transition, but it 
will be back next year! 
 
Staying active during times when constitutional rights seem to be faltering can be difficult.  
During WWII, not many voices spoke up for the Japanese American community, and so many 
were imprisoned.  In times of crisis, we must stand together and speak up for those who cannot. 
 
You can support our work by renewing your membership. We are always looking for new 
volunteers to assist with events and advance social justice in our community.  If you would like 
to get involved or have questions, email us at florinjaclsv@gmail.com.   
 
We also rely on donations to fund scholarships, support youth engagement, and continue our 
advocacy. Please consider donating at www.FlorinJACL.com. Thank you for your continued 
support! 

mailto:florinjaclsv@gmail.com
http://www.florinjacl.com/


 
 

 

 

3 

Membership Update 
 
The Florin JACL-Sacramento Valley Chapter appreciates every new and continuing member! 
 

Welcome to Our New Members 
 

Calvin Abe 
Susan Akiyama-Tamai 
Christine Kondo-Lister 

 
Thank You to Our Most Recent Renewing Members! 

 
Nancy & David Arata-Fong 

Catherine Busch 
Albert & Nancy Chin 

Alex & Joyce Eng 
Paula & Fred Higashi 

Paul Hironaka 
Maurine Huang 

Linda Iwasa 
Josh Kaizuka 
Utako Kimura 
Madison Lee 

Janice & Michael Lusczczak 
Paul & Callie Masuhara 

Scott Matsumoto 
Susan Reiko Morioka-Bertram 

Nadine Nakata 
Luther & Amy Nishimura 
Jennifer Nishizaki-Ngo 

Rumi & Kazunari Nozue 
Nora & Dean Oldwin 

Larry & Tina Ota 
Hiroko Saigo 

Charles & Kay Sakamoto 
Heidi Sakazaki 

Kristina & Neil Sazaki 

 
 

Stay Connected. Stay Empowered. Stay Florin JACL-Sacramento Valley 
 
At the JACL Florin – Sacramento Valley Chapter, we are deeply thankful for every member who 
joins or renews each year. Your support fuels our fight for justice, equality, and civil rights—not 
just in words, but through action. 
 
From educational events to powerful partnerships, we stand united with organizations that share 
our passion for social justice and civil rights.  Through thought-provoking presentations, open 
dialogue, and community outreach, we keep the legacy of the Florin JACL alive—and more 
relevant than ever. 
 
But we need you to keep the momentum going.  Membership is slightly down, and your 
involvement makes all the difference. 
 
Help us preserve history, protect civil liberties, and build a brighter future—one event, one voice, 
one action at a time. 
 
Haven’t renewed yet? Want to join?  Visit: https://www.florinjacl.com/membership.html. Or 
contact Katherine L. Morris at katmorris77@hotmail.com or (916) 719-8389. 

https://www.florinjacl.com/membership.html
mailto:katmorris77@hotmail.com
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Kim Miyoshi, JA Families for Justice 

Josh Kaizuka, Satsuki Ina 

Community Unites to Stop Reopening of FCI Dublin 
as ICE Detention Center 

 
By Josh Kaizuka 
 
On Saturday, June 19, 2025, over 300 people 
gathered at Don Biddle Community Park in Dublin 
to oppose the proposed reopening of the 
shuttered Federal Correctional Institution (FCI) 
Dublin—this time, as a U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention center. 
 
The protest was led by Japanese American 
community leaders, immigrant rights groups, and 
local advocates, who drew clear historical 
connections between present-day immigration 
enforcement and the incarceration of Japanese 
Americans during World War II. 
 
The rally opened with the powerful beats of taiko 
drumming, setting the tone for an afternoon filled 
with remembrance, resistance, and calls to action.  
Attendees hung colorful strands of origami cranes, 
long recognized as symbols of peace and healing. 

 
One of the speakers, Gregory Wada, with Koyasan Spirit 
of Children Taiko and a Florin JACL member, shared his 
family’s incarceration story stating, “My grandma was an 
American citizen who grew up farming in the Central 
Valley.  But like 120,000 other Japanese Americans, she 
was locked up during World War II.  That pain doesn’t just 
disappear—it’s passed down.” 
 
Satsuki Ina, a founding member of Tsuru for Solidarity 
who was born in Tule Lake during WWII stated “I’m angry.  
It’s terrifying that this is happening again…. back then, 
there were no mass protests when we were taken.  Now, 
we’re making sure no one stays silent.”  

 
 

Follow Us on Facebook 
 
The Florin JACL-SV is dedicated to providing the most current chapter news, 
list of upcoming events, and resources to help you stay informed on local and 

national news.  Follow us on Facebook @florinjacl. 
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Film panel with MC Sharon Ito, filmmaker Lane Nishikawa, 
and past National JACL Director John Tateishi.  (photo by 
Josh Kaizuka) 

JACL League of Dreams Film Premiere 
 
By Andy Noguchi 
 
A standing-room-only crowd of 250 gathered for the July 26, 2025, premiere of the new JACL 
League of Dreams film in the Sacramento region.  It celebrated the hard-fought history of 
Japanese Americans and Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) since its 90+ year 
founding.  
 
The full-length film by producer Lane Nishikawa movingly recounted the many challenges faced 
by Japanese Americans (JAs) and the JACL in their fight for equality.  It provides vital lessons 
for challenges today to American democracy, equal rights, immigration, and cultural heritage.   
 
The California Museum, home of the JA 
Uprooted Exhibit and annual Time of 
Remembrance tours of 4,000 students, 
aptly hosted the event.  The Florin JACL-
Sacramento Valley Chapter (Florin JACL-
SV) organized it.  The event successfully 
fundraised for the League of Dreams 
national film tour, California Museum, and 
local community projects.  
 
Mistress of ceremonies Sharon Ito 
expertly led a Q&A panel with Lane 
Nishikawa joined by John Tateishi, past 
National JACL Redress Chair and 
Executive Director.  Lane shared the 
arduous years-long film process of 
traveling to 17 cities and interviewing over 
100 people.  
 
John offered valuable first-hand insight on how the JACL, JA political leaders (Senator Dan 
Inouye and Spark Matsunaga, Congressmen Norm Mineta, and the young Bob Matsui), along 
with other redress groups mounted the campaign. 
 
The hard-hitting film dramatically told the story of the many challenges faced by the JA 
community and the JACL over the decades.  It featured dozens of those and their families who 
lived it.    
 

Courageously Standing Up for What’s Right 
 
Amidst rampant racism, anti-Asian laws, and the open oppression of the early 20th century, the 
Issei pioneer immigrants and their American-born Nisei children strove to claim their full rights 
as Americans. 
 
Young activist Michelle Huey applauded those young JAs in the 1930s who “stood out like a 
sore thumb” and formed the JACL.  (CONTINUES ON PAGE 6) 
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JACL League of Dreams Film Premiere 
 

Admitting Past Mistakes 
 

(FROM PAGE 5) The League of Dreams also tackled 
some of the mistakes of the WWII JACL leaders. 
They abandoned and ostracized those who resisted 
the concentration camps.  The JACL leadership 
strongly criticized the 315 Nisei draft resisters who 
challenged the camps and lack of due process, plus 
the 12,000 so-called “No-Nos” segregated in Tule 
Lake who opposed the unjust and misleading loyalty 
oath.  Following years-long education campaigns, in 
2000 and 2019 the National JACL recognized these 
groups’ right to protest the camps and apologized to 
them.    
 
Film Committee Chairperson Rick Uno said, “I 
thought the League of Dreams provided an honest, 
balanced presentation of the history of the JACL… 
(including) some of the less positive aspects of JACL 
during the incarceration…”  
  

 
Organizing and Relying on the Community 

 
The decades-long campaign for redress and its surprising success was a major focal point of 
the event.  John Tateishi, past National JACL Director and Redress Chairperson, shared how 
many thought that a miniscule Japanese American minority would never win redress.  Many JAs 
also did not want to “rock the boat” or bring up bad memories of the past. Including many JACL 
Chapters.    
 
At a crucial point, Senator Dan Inouye proposed a federal commission be set up to study the 
incarceration and make recommendations, rather than going straight to legislation.  Though 
some redress advocates did not support this, the JACL proceeded. 
 
In 1981, the Commission on Wartime Internment and Exclusion of Civilians (CWRIC) led 11 
major hearings across the country with 750 people, many organized by redress advocates, 
passionately testifying about the concentration camps!  Donna Komure, former Legal Counsel 
for the CWRIC, commented for this article, “. . . people shared personal stories that told of their 
pain, trauma, financial loss, hardship, strength and hope.  Instead of feeling shame and 
continuing to be silent, people were talking about their experiences, and people who did not 
know about the incarceration listened.”   “Those hearing provided momentum for redress.”  
 
By 1988, this grassroots momentum snowballed, and stars aligned to pass the Redress Act with 
its government apology, $20,000 restitution per camp survivor, and a public education fund. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7) 
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Florin JACL-SV Chapter display with committee 
member Madeline Do (photo by Josh Kaizuka) 

JACL League of Dreams Film Premiere 
 

Standing Up for Others 
 
(FROM PAGE 6) Following the 1988 Redress Act and the long 1990s campaign to actually fund 
it, the JACL continued to press forward on civil rights, social justice, and human rights, often led 
by young activists.  Japanese Americans recognized that the denial of their civil and human 
rights during WWII was also common to other Americans, many of whom supported redress for 
JAs.   
 
o 1994:  The National JACL supported 

the right to same sex marriage.  This 
huge step was the first by a national 
non-gay and minority organization.  

o 2001:  The National JACL and many 
chapters, including Florin, actively 
supported innocent Muslim, Arab, 
Sikh, and South Asians against the 
backlash following the 9/11 attacks. 
The Islamophobia and racism of 
2001 awakened JAs who had been 
victimized by this before.   

o 2015: The National JACL, led by its 
Youth Council, backed a federal 
commission, similar to the CWRIC, 
for the study of African American slavery and reparations. This support continues today, 
especially in California, where a State Commission has already recommended reparations.  

o 2024: A National JACL resolution called for a cease fire, release of hostages, and 
Palestinian human rights to be protected in the Gaza Strip. 

  
As Marielle Tsukamoto, long-time Florin JACL-SV leader, passionately stated in the film, “We 
(Japanese Americans) are now using the experience and strength that we got through going 
through some hard times.  We survived. The community and the JACL have become stronger.   
We are on the cusp to moving in a new, bigger, broader, direction”.   
 
Rick Uno headed the Florin JACL-Sacramento Valley League of Dreams Committee including 
committee members Josh Kaizuka, Christine Umeda, Judy Fukuman Titus Toyama, Ruth Seo, 
Ernie Takahashi, Aileen Nishio, Madeline Do, Michelle Huey, Karen Yamamoto, Twila Tomita, 
and Andy Noguchi. 
 

Save the Dates 
 From Tanforan To Dublin, No More Detention – Saturday, October 18, 2025  
 Annual Luncheon – Saturday, January 10, 2026 
 Irecho Northern California Time of Remembrance/Sacramento 

o Walerga Assembly Center gathering – Saturday, February 14, 2026 
o Northern California Time of Remembrance Event - Saturday, February 14, 2026 
o California Museum for stamping – February 14-19, 2026 
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(Josh Kaizuka, Hach Yasamura) 

(Michelle Huey, Karen Tsugawa) 

Florin JACL-SV Participates in 1882 Foundation 
Sacramento Launch 

 
By Josh Kaizuka 
 
On August 9, 2025, the 1882 Foundation 
officially opened its Sacramento office with a 
special launch event at the Celine Ballroom in 
Chinatown Square.  The opening coincided with 
a two-day celebration marking the designation 
of the Summit Tunnel Camp as a National 
Historic Landmark—a major milestone in 
honoring Chinese American railroad history. 
 
The event featured powerful exhibits, 
speeches, and lectures highlighting the history 
of Chinese railroad workers and Sacramento’s 
Chinatown. Participating organizations included 
the Locke Foundation, APAPA (Asian Pacific American Public Affairs), Chinese American 
Citizens Alliance (CACA), My Sister’s House, Florin JACL-Sacramento Valley, Friends of 
Sacramento Chinatown, and the Chinese Historical and Cultural Project (CHCP). 
 

Florin JACL-SV was honored to be invited to host a 
table and speak at the event.  The chapter’s remarks 
focused on shared histories, including the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, the Immigration Act of 1924, the denial 
of citizenship, and the resilience of our communities in 
the face of discrimination.  We emphasized the ongoing 
need to speak up for marginalized voices—especially in 
a time when history is at risk of being erased.  Our 
involvement was especially meaningful because 
National JACL was one of four founding supporters of 
the 1882 Foundation when it launched in Washington, 
D.C.  We are proud to continue that legacy of 
partnership. 

 
We look forward to future collaborations with the 1882 Foundation as we work together to 
preserve and uplift our shared histories. 
 

For the Ancestors - Kansha History Project 
 
By Amanda Kim, Picture Credit Geoffrey Inenaga 
 
This summer, Florin JACL, Sacramento JACL, Buddhist Church of Florin, and Buddhist Church 
of Sacramento hosted the Kansha History Project (www.kanshahistory.org) to share historic 
family records with community members. (CONTINUES ON PAGE 9) 

http://www.kanshahistory.org/


 
 

 

 

9 

(Amanda Kim) 

For the Ancestors - Kansha History Project 
 
(FROM PAGE 8) Kansha History Project is a 
volunteer-powered, community history project that is 
documenting the amazing contributions of Japanese 
American farmers prior to World War II.  Since 2024, 
their popular workshops have been attended by 
approximately 600 local residents, mostly farmers 
and descendants.  This year, with a grant from APIs 
Rise, a local community fund, Kansha History 
volunteers went into the National Archives to digitize 
WWII-era loan documents for the individuals and 
corporations that assumed management of dozens of 
Placer and Sacramento County Nikkei farmers.  This 
community history team was made up of local 
resident Shirley Gee, Sacramento descendant Elizabeth Newman, landscape architect Chiye 
Azuma, educator Mary Gee and student Amelia Gong. 
 

On July 26, the Buddhist Church of Florin hosted a 
preview event for farmers that featured farming 
descendant and educator Jill Yoshikawa who provided 
a family perspective, educator Marielle Tsukamoto who 
provided a rousing presentation on the incarceration, 
and Nate Jeffords, recipient of the CSU Sacramento 
Japanese American Archival Collection Undergraduate 
Travel Grant, which is sponsored by the Florin JACL, 
who provided an analysis of the oral history collection. 
 
On August 24, the Buddhist Church of Sacramento’s 
Adult Buddhist Association hosted a larger event that 

featured Kansha History and BCS volunteer Sherri Inenaga who shared her deep farming and 
family roots, co-president of Florin JACL Josh Kaizuka who provided a legal analysis of the loan 
documents, and descendant donor and project beneficiary Bruce Hironaka who shared his 
family record and the research that it has led to. 
 
Participants described both events as “inspirational, informative, uplifting,” they came away 
feeling “grateful” for their ancestors, “appreciative” of the Kansha History volunteers, and eager 
to document and explore their own farming histories.  
 
The project has documents for the following Sacramento farmers: 
 

Mizoguchi, N 
Imada, Tatsuichi 
Ishimoto, Yoshio 

Kainakomi, Paul K 
Kataoka, Larry Suichi 

Takahara, Masashi H 
Tanaka, Taketoshi 

Yamada, K 
Yamasaki, Masau 

Yoshino, Y. 
 
(CONTINUES ON PAGE 10) 
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(Michelle Huey, Go Sasaki, Kay Sasaki) 

For the Ancestors - Kansha History Project 
 

(FROM PAGE 9) To sign up as volunteers, receive the 
newsletter or request your family documents, visit: 
https://kanshahistory.org/join-us/.  
 
This project and event was possible with community 
support including dozens of ABA and Kansha History 
volunteers, the outreach team of John Yoshikawa, 
Elaine Yoshikawa, Eileen Namba, Marielle Tsukamoto, 
Karen Tsugawa, Josh Kaizuka and Shirley Gee; Yumi 
Sera and Christine Tien of APIs Rise, and community 

donors Mike Namba, Geoffrey and Sherri Inenaga, Joel Hayashida and Susan Lew, David 
Nishimura, the Takahashi Foundation, and Chiye Azuma. We thank Geoffrey Inenaga for his 
powerful event photographs. 
 

Tule Lake Rally Honors Incarceration History 
 
By Josh Kaizuka 
 
On a hot August Saturday, the Tule Lake Committee 
gathered with community members, survivors, and 
descendants at the historic Tule Lake Segregation Center, 
near the California-Oregon border, to speak out against the 
ongoing erasure of Japanese American history.  The rally 
was held in solidarity with the National Day of Action, a 
nationwide initiative led by the National Parks Conservation 
Association (NPCA) to raise awareness about threats facing 
national parks—including shrinking federal budgets and 
increasing neglect of sites that preserve difficult chapters of 
U.S. history. 
 
The Tule Lake Segregation Center once home to over 18,000 Japanese Americans during 
WWII was the only designated segregation site among the 10 U.S. incarceration camps.  It was 
also the only camp with a jail, the only high-security site, and the only one used to isolate those 
labeled “disloyal” by the U.S. government, many of whom had simply protested their unjust 
treatment. 
 
While Tule Lake is not a large national monument like Manzanar, it includes a small visitor 
center and a restored jail, where some of the writings etched into the walls by prisoners have 
been preserved. 
 
Attendees at the rally included survivors Hiroshi Shimizu and Kay Sasaki, and descendants 
such as Go Sasaki, Michelle Huey, Caity Bishop, and Akemi Johnson.  Tule Lake Committee 
board member and organizer of the rally Go Sasaki reflected: “Sharing the traumatic history … 
can help prevent it from happening again.” (CONTINUES ON PAGE 11)  
 

https://kanshahistory.org/join-us/
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(Josh Kaizuka, Go Sasaki, Akemi Johnson, 
and Paula Fujiwara) 

Tule Lake Rally Honors Incarceration History 
 

(FROM PAGE 10) A moving centerpiece of the rally was 
the presentation of 5,000 paper cranes (tsuru)—folded 
and strung during the pandemic by Tule Lake survivors 
Jim and Jean Kawano.  One thousand were gifted to the 
Klamath Tribes during the Klamath Falls Pow Wow, with 
the rest offered in a ceremonial display at the Tule Lake 
site. 
 
Though organizers feared the site’s remoteness would 
limit turnout, approximately 75 people made the 
journey—many from nearby towns like Klamath Falls, 
just a few miles north.  Go Sasaki flew in from Boston, 
and fellow organizers drove from the Bay Area and 
Sacramento to ensure the event took place. 

 
Speakers emphasized the ongoing 
fight to protect places like Tule Lake—
not just as historic landmarks, but as 
sites of remembrance, education, and 
resistance.  In today’s climate, where 
painful truths are increasingly 
challenged or erased, gatherings like 
this remind us of our collective 
responsibility to remember, speak out, 
and protect these stories for future 
generations. 
 
To learn more about Tule Lake and how you can support preservation efforts, visit 
https://www.tulelake.org/ or follow the Tule Lake Committee on Facebook and Instagram. 
 

2025 Florin JACL-SV Women’s Forum 
 
By Jennifer Kubo 
 
On August 23, 2025, 43 people gathered at the Buddhist Church of Florin for the Florin JACL-
SV Women’s Forum.  This year’s theme was “Farm to Chopsticks” with topics such as 
accessing federal farm documents, making a vegetarian friendly poke and creating an obento 
for lunch. 
 
Farm related presenters included Thaya Craig, a member of the Placer JACL, who talked about 
their publication “Still Standing Guard.”  It contained interviews of Nikkei families in the Placer 
area, many who had farms in Placer County.  Kansha History Project founder Amanda Kim 
discussed how her small army of volunteers transcribed thousands of federal land transfer 
records to make it easier for individuals to access information about their family’s farm history. 
(CONTINUES ON PAGE 12)  

https://www.tulelake.org/
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2025 Florin JACL-SV Women’s Forum 
 
(FROM PAGE 11) Florin JACL’s own Krista 
Keplinger talked about researching government 
archives to help families find documents on their 
Nikkei history.  Some of the places she 
mentioned included the National Archives. 
 
Chopsticks topics included a brief history of 
obento and how it evolved from packing rice balls 
for one’s journey to modern-day ekiben meals 
that often feature regional ingredients.  Jennifer 
Kubo shared tips on how to make a nutritious 
and eye-appealing obento.  Participants then 
proceeded to assemble their own obento lunch including making their own onigiri (rice balls).  
Deanna Tsukamoto had a demonstration on how to make tofu poke, suitable for vegetarian 
meals.  The tofu poke was also a great budget friendly substitute for authentic poke.  Everyone 
had a chance to sample this delicious dish or incorporate it into their obento lunch. 
 
This informative and interactive event ended with a raffle where nobody left empty handed.  
The Women’s Forum would not have been possible without the generosity of businesses and 
individuals who donated raffle prizes, volunteers who helped with meal prep and clean up, the 
speakers who donated their time and knowledge, and the Buddhist Church of Florin. 
 

Supporting Reparations Bills 
 
Our chapter has supported the California Reparations Task Force’s work for the Black 
community for many years.  One of the members of the task force was Don Tamaki, who was 
on the team of attorneys who successfully worked on the coram nobis case to overturn and 
vacate Fred Korematsu’s conviction for defying the removal order during WWII. 
 
As four of the bills made their way through various hearings, we submitted letters of support for: 
 
 SB 518 (Weber-Pierson) — Establishes a Reparations Bureau within California’s Civil 

Rights Department to verify eligibility and administer future programs. 
 AB 62 (McKinnor) — Creates a statewide claims process for land taken from Black 

families through racist policies or practices. 
 AB 57 (McKinnor) — Reserves 10% of state-supported homeownership opportunities for 

descendants of enslaved people. 
 SB 437 (Weber-Pierson) — Funds CSU research to build scalable, genealogy-based 

eligibility systems. 
 
You can sign onto a letter to the Governor supporting these bills at: 
https://secure.ngpvan.com/EXSKhBjb9kWpahkZP5p6cw2.  
 
Please sign by October 12.  Your voice truly matters, whether you’ve benefited from reparations, 
are a descendant, or simply believe it is the right thing to do. 

https://secure.ngpvan.com/EXSKhBjb9kWpahkZP5p6cw2
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Florin JACL is proud to recognize our own Mana Nozue and Madison Lee as this year’s National 
JACL Scholarship Winners. 
 
Mana Nozue is receiving a scholarship from the Sam and Florice Kuwahara Memorial 
Scholarship.  The Kuwaharas were farmers in the Livingston, California area.  They were active 
in their local JACL chapter.  They did not have children of their own but believed in the value of 
education and wanted to support students in achieving educational goals.  Mana has been 
active in Florin JACL as a Manzanar Ambassador and has been involved in numerous other 
events such as the Kansha History Project, Japanese American incarceration experience, and 
her own personal experience standing up to face adversity.  Mana will be attending UC Santa 
Barbara majoring in Marine Biology. 
 
Madison Lee is receiving a scholarship from the Henry and Chiyo Kuwahara Scholarship. Mr. 
Kuwahara was an investment and securities broker in Little Tokyo in Los Angeles.  The 
Kuwaharas believed in the value of education to support and inspire youth.  Madison has been 
active in Florin JACL activities and participated in the grand opening of “Uprooted” exhibit at the 
California Museum.  She has begun collecting historical data from her grandparents and she is 
dedicated to preserving her Japanese heritage and fostering community connections. She has 
participated in various cultural activities such as bon odori and Toro Nagashi lantern ceremony.  
Madison will be attending UC Irvine majoring in Biology. 
 
These National JACL scholarships are in addition to the scholarships that Florin JACL awarded 
to Mana and Madison earlier in May.  Florin JACL sends our best wishes and well-deserved 
congratulations to Mana and Madison! 
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Remembering Marghe Covino 
LGBTQIA+ Pioneer, Ally, and Friend 

 
Marguerite “Marghe” Covino September 26, 1936 - June 18, 2025 

 
By Andy Noguchi 
 
”Old broad” and “Ambassador” to the non-LGBTQIA+ community, 
Sacramento activist, and veteran of the 1969 Stonewall Rebellion 
against police brutality in New York that sparked the LGBTQIA+ 
movement for equal rights.  Those are ways Marghe sometimes 
described herself.    
 
I first met Marghe in 1991, just after the firebombing of City 
Councilman Jimmie Yee’s home.  This was during the Sacramento 
Firebombings that also targeted the Sacramento JACL office, 
NAACP, Temple B’nai Israel, and California Department of Fair 
Employment and Housing. 
  
Marghe stood up in the middle of a news conference our coalition had organized and pledged 
her support and that of the LGBTQIA+ community to the victims of the hate bombings.  She was 
never shy, always supremely dedicated, and occasionally over the top.  Marghe was then an 
early director of the Sacramento Lambda Center downtown.    
 
She later shared with us, that hate crimes are a “hidden” everyday occurrence in the LGBTQIA+ 
community, including in downtown’s Lavender Heights.  Attacks, vandalism, robberies, and even 
murders happen but the hate is never acknowledged.  Our eyes opened led to joint hate crime 
outreach, including a presentation to U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer.  
 
Marghe later helped bring together the 2007 Satendar Justice Coalition, a largely API and 
LGBTQIA+ group led by the late Georgette Imura.  Hatemongers at Folsom Lake attacked and 
killed Satendar Singh, a gay 26-year-old Sikh man for “picnicking while gay.”  The court 
convicted one accomplice while the main perpetrator fled to Russia.  
 
Most recently though struggling with Parkinson’s Disease, Marghe formed the Coalition Against 
Project 2025, a right-wing plan for Trump.  He’s now carrying out this plan to consolidate federal 
power in his hands, rule by executive order, and promote attacks on immigrants, people of color, 
the LGBTQ+ community, women, working people, and others, while benefitting the rich.  
 
Marghe’s friends wrote in her obituary, “We like to believe Marghe left this world dreaming of 
setting fire to injustice and possibly the drapes at Mar-a-Lago.”  I can picture that.  
 
Marghe, you built understanding, trust, and friendship with the Florin JACL and many others.  
We thank you for all you have done over the decades and we will miss you.  
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